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National Centre for Advanced Studies in Humanities &
Social Sciences (NCAS)

The NCAS is home for research and intellectual interaction. It promotes reflective
thinking, innovative ideas, creativity and originality among academics.

The NCAS is a national Centre in Sri Lanka set up by an Ordinance in October 2005 under
Section 24A of the Universities Act No. 16 of 1978 for the purpose of promoting
advanced studies and research mainly in the fields of Humanities and Social Sciences.

The Centre was set up after a few years of discussion and study at the University Grants
Commission (UGC), initiated by several senior professors in the relevant fields, to address
the needs and requirements of human resources development, advanced research
studies and academic publications in humanities and social sciences as well as related
fields. It was strongly felt that the state of academic contributions in social sciences and
related fields compared to natural sciences including medicine, is lagging behind or not
making the required contribution as they did in earlier times due to several perhaps
unavoidable reasons.

A major root cause identified was the lack of opportunities for the increasing number of
young academics in the ever expanding university system to undertake postgraduate
studies and doctoral research. Foreign scholarships were hard to come by. Therefore, an
initial task of the NCAS was to offer financial grants through government funding to
academics to pursue their MPhils and PhDs at local and foreign universities. So far, 502
academics have availed themselves of this opportunity; 345 have completed their
studies. The NCAS has selected 04 grantees for 2020, and they intend to undertake
studies in local and foreign universities.
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